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SUBJECT: PORTUGUESE CENTRISTS VISIT BRUSSELS 

1. BELGIAN PRESS JANUARY 7 RREPORTED ON PRESS CONFERENCE GIVEN BY 
PROFESSOR DIOGO FREITAS DO AMARAL, MEMBER OF PORTUGUESE COUNCIL 
OF STATE AND REPRESENTATIVE OF "DEMOCRATIC AND SOCIAL CENTER” 

PARTY (CDS). FREITAS DO AMARAL AND SECOND, UNNAMED REPRESENTATIVE 
OF CDS PASSED THROUGH BRUSSELS ON WAY TO PARIS AS PART OF TOUR 
DESIGNED TO ACQUAINT WEST EUROPEANS WITH CDS. 

2. AT PRESS CONFERENCE FREITAS DO AMARAL EXPRESSED HIS CONVICTION 
THAT PORTUGUESE MILIARY WOULD MAKE GOOD ON PROMISE NOT TO RETAIN 
POWER IN PORTUGAL BUT WOULD LEAD COUNTRY TO FREE ELECTIONS AND ACCEPT 
RESULTS, NO MATTER WHICH PARTY EMERGED STRONGEST. HE DISCOUNTED 
REPORTS THAT ARMED FORCES MOVEMENT IS ENTIRELY DOMINATED BY LEFT, 
NOTING THAT WHEN TWO MEMBERS OF JUNTA WERE CHOSEN TO REPLACE SPINOLA'S 

COLLABORATORS, CENTRIST WERE CHOSEN BY SECRET BALLOT. HE 
CITED THIS AS EVIDENCE THAT MODERATE CURRENT IS STRONGEST 
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3. FREITAS DO AMARAL ACKNOWLEDGED THAT PORTUGUESE COMMUNITST 
ARE WELL-ORGANIZED AND STRONGLY SUPPORTED FROM OUTSIDE PORTUGAL. 

HE INSISTED, HOWEVER, THAT THEIR STRENGTH IS EXAGGERATED AND THAT 
IN FORTHCOMING ELECTIONS THEY WELL NOT GAIN VOTES EXPECTED, WHILE 
CENTER HAS CHANCE TO INCREASE STRENGTH. HE CHARGED THAT INTERNATIONAL 
PRESS HAD PRESENTED EVENTS OF SEPTEMBER 28 AS LEFTIST COUP, 

WHEN IN REALITY THEY RESULTED FROM RIGHTIST PLOT WHICH WAS 
DE-RAILED TO LARGE EXTENT BY ACTION OF MILITANTS OF 
PORTUGUESE DEMOCRATIC MOVEMENT. 

3. FURTHER ON ELECTIONS, FREITAS DO AMARAL SAID IT WAS 
ABSOLUTELY NECESSARY THAT THEY TAKE PLACE IN MARCH AS PLANNED, 

SINCE EVERYONE IS AWAITING RESULTS BERORE COMMITTING THEMSELVES 
ON FUTURE ACTION. PORTUGUESE INDUSTRIALISTS AND FOREIGN INVESTORS 
ARE NOT INVESTING BECAUSE THEY DO NOT KNOW WHAT TO EXPECT, 

WHILE UNEMPLOYMENT IS GROWING AND MAY REACH 10 PERCENT IN NEAR 
FUTURE. THUS ELECTIONS ARE IMPORTANT STEP IN REINVIGORATING POR 
TUGUES ECONOMY. FIRESTONE 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: ARMED FORCES, PRESS CONFERENCES, POLITICAL SITUATION 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 07 JAN 1975 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975BRUSSE00096 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750006-0636 
From: BRUSSELS 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t1 97501 74/aaaacmtx. tel 

Line Count: 80 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EUR 
Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: buchantO 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 26 FEB 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <26 FEB 2003 by RicharJA>; APPROVED <05 JAN 2004 by buchant0> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
05 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: PORTUGUESE CENTRISTS VISIT BRUSSELS 
TAGS: PFOR, PINT, PO, (FREITAS DO AMARAL. DIOGO) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



